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But the real motive could lie much deeper. Jacob had lived 17 years with his family in Egypt
noticed what a powerful influence the land was beginning to have on his descendants. How they
had already began to see the Jordan in the Nile, and to find their stay in Egypt no galus. Motive
enough for him to say to them: You hope and wish to live in Egypt, | do not even wish to be
buried there. This is why he did not express his wish as Yaakov, from his individual personal
standpoint,but as Yisrael, as bearer of the national mission, as a warning to the future of his
children.
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MAHARI BERAB (BEIRAV)
Rabbi Jacob (Mahari) Berab was born ca. 1474 near Toledo, Spain. In 1492 he emigrated to Morocco, as a result of the
Jewish expulsion from Spain. He became rabbi of Fez at age 18, and traveled throughout the Levant on business trips,
although he eventually settled in Safed, where he enjoyed immense prestige. Safed became a center of rabbinic activity,
and eventually Mahari attempted to reestablish the Sanhedrin there, although this attempt was vehemently opposed and
ultimately thwarted by the scholars of Jerusalem, especially by Jerusalem's chief rabbi, Rabbi Levi ibn Chabib. Berab's
outstanding pupils were Rabbi Joseph Caro and Rabbi Moses Trani. Berab died in 1541 and was buried in Safed. His
literary legacy consists primarily of his responsa.
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MAHARALBACH

Rabbi Levi ben Chabib (Chaviv), also known as Maharalbach, was born in Semora, Spain, ca. 1483. In 1492 he
emigrated to Portugal, where he and his father (R.Jacob, author of Ein Yaakov, a work on the aggadah in the Talmud)
were apparently baptized by force. Later he escaped with his father and settled in Salonika, where he was educated and
later served in the rabbinate. He moved to Israel and became the chief rabbi of Jerusalem. He vigorously opposed
Mahari Berab's attempt to reestablish the Sanhedrin, arguing, inter alia, that only Jerusalem could serve as the spiritual
center of world Jewry. Berab's attempt failed, largely due to Maharalbach's opposition. Maharalbach was an important

halachic authority. He died in 1545.
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